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boat test: Sanya 57

Starting at a base boat price of AU$1.65m 
this yacht has every right to be a Flagship.

The Sanya 57 is a part of Fountaine Pajot’s 
Flagship class designed in conjunction with 
partners Berret-Racoupeau Design.

Slick hull design with long fin keels 
provides excellent stability with little pitching 
or yawing. Ocean trials of the yacht have 
found an absence of spray over the decks 
while being sailed hard yet still providing 
comfort to its passengers. The fin keels also 
provide protection for the propellors and 
rudders in case of grounding.

As with most large cats the separate 
steering station provides total vision over 
the top of the coachhouse and cabin top 
as well as up the mast. The station has 
all sail controls led to electric winches, 
including both port and starboard headsail 
sheets. This keeps the skipper and all the 
rope spaghetti well out of the way of the 
entertaining back deck but still within easy 
contact of the rest of the crew.

Down below is a revelation and surely one 
of the prime reasons why multihulls are such 
a growth area with the cruising fraternity.

Farmer wants a life

The test boat had already been sold to a 
farmer whose son had recently enrolled at one 
of Sydney’s boarding schools. This farmer 
wanted to have somewhere to reside when 
visiting the son, the idea was to also have a 
boat to cruise the harbour while visiting.

At the recent Sydney Boat Show he was 
all ready to sign on for a large powerboat 
when he thought he might have a look at 
one of those large sailing yachts.

What the Sanya 57 offered the farmer 
and his family is apartment living 
in Sydney at a fraction of the cost. 
Yes, it is a near two million dollar 
investment but compare it to the first 
option: a large powerboat and all 
its ongoing expense plus a Sydney 
CBD apartment.

Now the new owner has a five 
bedroom waterfront apartment 
plus the ability to travel offshore, 
at a fraction of the initial cost 
and running expenses.

Multihull Solutions are 
noticing growth  

Apartment living
It is large and imposing but Phillip Ross finds that the simplicity 

of catamaran sailing is attracting newcomers to the scene.



in the market for people who have never sailed 
previously, a catamaran provides an excellent 
start point for novices with its stable, easily sailed 
platform and down below space and comfort.

Cabin fever

These are not just berths, four cabins include 
Queen size floating beds with slatted bases and 
one cabin is a generous double berth. All cabins 
include its own head with shower and one head 
is easily accessed from the main saloon.

Such is the space in each hull that the four 
main beds are situated longitudinally to the 
centreline while retaining plenty of room to walk 
around. The ensuite heads may be smaller than a 
nice hotel but not by much.

Each cabin and head has its own hull and deck 
porthole and LED lighting allows for copious 
amounts of nighttime vision.

A full 106 square metres of its one-level saloon 
deck includes 25m2 of back deck space with 
table, chairs and comfortable lounges. Such a 
large lounging area ensures individual space is 
available for all.

The outdoor galley has its own sink, 
refrigerator and storage. Naturally a stern 
barbeque is also optional.

There is a day bed aft of the back deck which 
covers the top of the retractable tender davits. 
The two sugar scoop sterns make access to the 
water easy.
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boat test: Sanya 57

MAIN IMAGE:  

A squat rig makes 

handling easy 

without detracting 

from speed.

LEFT: A multihull’s 

obvious advantage, 

plenty of deck 

lounging space.

BELOW: It is called 

the sun bridge for 

obvious reasons.
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The open air indoor saloon is enormous as one 
would expect with an 8.88 metre beam. The fully 
featured galley features full refrigerator, oven, 
cooktop and twin sinks.

The interior of Fountaine Pajot cats include 
noticeable corners on the woodwork, but there is 
an acceptable reason. Mark Elkington, Multihull 
Solutions managing director, explains that Fountaine 
Pajot and Berret-Racopeau Design do not want hefty 
catamarans. Cats are stable platforms, speed does 
not affect trim like it does to a monohull, so why 
make them slow?

To this end the soft-coloured cherry timber 
veneer panels cover light weight foam core panels 
to dramatically reduce the top heaviness of luxury 
catamarans. Rounded edges are minimised to retain 
that weight advantage. Not many 57 footers can claim 
to weighing under 19 ton. This ensures the boats 
can be fitted with numerous extra options without 
affecting speed.

The forward saloon bulkhead shelf is wired to 
surprise. The navigation instruments are on a fold-
down panel so as not to obstruct the view and the flat 
panel television pops up out of the shelf. Underneath 
is a neat little cuddy with a well-laid out electrical 
panel making it easy for maintenance work.

Naturally the saloon deck provides panoramic 
views across the water from all angles.

Both the back deck and cabin tables easily convert 
between saloon and dining configurations.

These are the standard design layouts but 
Fountaine Pajot offer the flexibility of customised 
interiors to suit an owner’s desires.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION
(Test boat: Owner’s Maestro inventory)

LOA: 17.26M

BOA: 8.88M

Draft: 1.4m

Displacement (min): 18800kg

Top of mast: 22.25m

Genoa: 52m2

Mainsail: 98m2

Engines: 56kW (x2)

Water: 1050 litres

Fuel: 1100 litres

Five double berth cabins

Five heads

Headroom: 1.80m+ throughout

“I am certain 

this boat will 

zip comfortably 

at higher wind 

speeds.”

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION



Built to travel

Given the multihull experience of Fountaine 
Pajot’s founders, Jean-Francois and Yves 
respectively, the catamarans produced by this 
firm are strong, safe and speedy.

Both the fore and aft sections of each boat are 
encased with foam and watertight bulkheads in 
the fore section. A stem collision will not sink 
the boat, ensuring it may be sailed to safety.

Built using PVC foam sandwich laminated 
under a vacuum, Fountaine-Pajot builds the 
structure up in layers allowing the resin to fully 
infuse with minimal waste.

Such lightness also means that the sail area 
does not have to be unwieldy; the fully battened 
mainsail is only 98m2 and headsail 52m2.

As mentioned previously, Fountaine Pajot 
believe the long fin keels have numerous 
advantages over daggerboards. The keels are 
separate additions in the hull construction as a 
safety feature, this preserves watertightness and 
make the keels easy to replace if necessary.

Standard motors are 56kW (75hp) in each hull 
in extensively insulated hatches with good access 
via an aft deck hatch. At three to four litres per 
hour when cruising at 2200rpm, the 1100 litres of 
fuel provides an easy 1500 nautical mile range.

Each motor can push the boat at eight knots, 
the two motors will do 11 knots in a seaway. In a 
delivery with 25 knot headwinds and seaway it 
maintained seven knots comfortably.

In a dead still breeze on Sydney Harbour 
the Sanya sailed gracefully at over four knots. 
With all controls leading to the three-seat 
steering station I am certain this boat will zip 
comfortably at higher wind speeds.

Best in the world

In 2012, Multihull Solutions was recognised by 
Fountaine Pajot as its ‘Worldwide distributor of 
the year’ for the third consecutive year.

The title acknowledges Multihull Solutions’ 
efforts in achieving the highest sales of 
Fountaine Pajot sailing catamarans within 
the company’s global network of distributors, 
eclipsing results of larger market regions 
including Europe, Asia and the United States 
during those years.

Multihull Solutions has recorded remarkable 
growth since its inception in 2008, now operating 
an Australian sales office in Mooloolaba, a 
New Zealand sales office in Auckland, and has 
sales consultants based in North Queensland, 
New South Wales and Western Australia. The 
company offers new and pre-owned multihull 
sales, a brokerage division, sales-ready 
programs, charter investment programs, sail 
training, multihull deliveries and more.

Managing director, Mark Elkington 
recognises a common problem where buyers 
believe that they will get the best deal by 
purchasing direct from the manufacturer, “with 
our sales record, Multihull Solutions receives 
excellent rebates and volume discounts,” 
Elkington, said after receiving the award.

“Our purchasing power means we can pass 
the savings directly onto the client, and also offer 
the security and after-sales service from local 
representation that buying direct cannot offer.”

www.multihullsolutions.com.au.

CLOCKWISE FROM 

OPPOSTE PAGE: Owner’s 

cabin looking aft to the 

en-suite head.

A stock photo shot of the 

expansive saloon area.

One of the standard cabin 

en-suites.

Owner’s layout with 

massive stateroom aft in 

the port hull.
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