New Boats: Lavezzi 4()

The dream machine in action . . . speeds of up to 16kts
- " are not uncommon.
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If you love cats and can afford the price tag of a real dream
machine, take a stickybeak at Fountaine Pajot’s new Lavezzi 40.
Not only is it luxurious, but it has good bridgedeck clearance and
can move too, reports Caroline Strainig.

“Umm. A big, roomy cat from a compa- : few articles about multihulls — including
ny that produces some of the world’s ¢ James Wharram’s warts-and-all treatise
most luxurious charter yachts. It'll prob- © on design in the May 2003 issue of CH —
ably be a total dog when it comes to per- : I wasn’t too enthusiastic at first when
formance,” I muttered to myself. : invited to do a story on the new Lavezzi
Having read, written and edited a fair : 40, the latest offering of French builder
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Fountaine Pajot. Flip through just about
any brochure from the world’s big char-
ter companies and you'll see dozens of
Fountaine Pajots. Yes, that’s them, The
big glossy catamarans anchored in a pic-
ture-perfect spot, usually with a glam-
orous couple draped over the trampoline
or cockpit.

Combining the attributes of a good
charter yacht (luxurious accessories, vol-
ume and as many berths as possible) and
performance (good bridgedeck clearance
and speed etc) is a tough ask and the
compromise is not always a happy one.
Given charter market pressure I assumed
Fountain Pajot’s designers would have
come down heavily on the chartering
side and the Lavezzi’s sailing ability
would have been compromised as a
result.

After a glance at the photos with the
invitation | became more interested.
Look past the model-like couple and the
lines looked fairly good. The Lavezzi 40
migh[ actually be able to move, |
thought. And, yes, there did look to be
sufficient bridgedeck clearance so it
wouldn’t slam and hobby-horse so much
in a seaway.

A week later during an outing on
Sydney Harbour my positive impressions
were largely confirmed. But more of how
she performed later. First a quick look at
what you physically get for your almost
$600,000.

Looks and layout

Rarely have I seen such an expanse of
white gelcoat. This is a boat obviously
designed for tropical climes and it shows.
Forget your sunnies on a bright day and
you could get snow-blindness! Huge
cockpit with fixed table, steering station
and room to sit up to a dozen or so peo-
ple comfortably. That’s not to mention
the big foredeck and tennis-court-like
trampoline.

The roomy anchor locker is just for-
ward of the mast and has an electric
windlass. The choice of anchor/chain is
up to you because this is not provided as
standard.

Standard electronics include wind-
speed, log and speed and depth-sounder
and are mounted next to the helm station,
which features a small windshield to pro-
tect the helmsperson from the elements.
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Aft are davits for your dinghy and lif-
eraft stowage under. Another locker is
under the cockpit table seat. You can
wash off after your dip in the cold swim-
ming shower on the port transom.

Inside/down below

[t's hard to know just where the outside
stops and the inside starts on this boat —
just one of the things I liked about it.

The saloon is almost on the same
level as the cockpit and has wraparound
windows and the two combine to give
you a real “inside-out” feeling.

Instead of being crammed in one of
the hulls as in so many other cats, the
galley is to port immediately inside the
door and has an opening hatch that
makes serving food easy and ensures
whoever is chef doesn’t miss out on the
social or sailing fun.

The saloon itself features a large din-
ing table, sofa, and a small chart table
with adjacent instrument panel. There is
reasonable stowage under seats and in
cupboards.

The galley has twin round sinks, a
fixed three-burner stove with oven, ade-
quate if not excessive stowage and a bar-
type fridge-freezer. A large cruising-style
fridge-freezer is an optional extra.

Accommodation-wise, the test boat
was the owner’s version and had an
owner’s suite in the starboard hull with
an extra-large double bed, wall cup-
boards, sofa, office area, plus a head and
shower. The latter had standing room

The saloon is almost on the same
level as the cockpit and — with the galley
just inside the door and windows galore —

has a real “inside-out” feeling.

and was separate from the loo. The port
hull has two cabins and another head.

The standard version has four cabins
and two heads. All heads have holding
tanks. There is plenty of stowage under
berths, in lockers and on shelves.

The power system comprises two
55A/12V engine alternators, one bank of
starboard house/engine batteries of 300Ah
and one port engine battery of 100Ah.

Lighting and ventilation looked ade-
quate throughout and the interior décor
was an attractive mix of light man-made
materials and timber/timber composites.

Overall volume was a good compro-
mise between space and performance and
if the interior was smaller than that of
some charter-orientated cats it was not
noticeable,

Sail plan

The rig is fractional with a fully battened
main, lazyjacks, boom bag and self-furl-
ing headsail.

Being a cat, the boat stays relatively
flat so going for’ard in strong winds is
not such a big deal as in a mono. More,
including reefing, headsail halyard etc is
consequently done at the mast. However,
the mainsheet is still adjacent to the
helmsperson for quick release. Headsail
winches are also on the cabin-top. The
traveller is on the back deck just behind
the cockpit and runs the width of the
cockpit.

A main and genoa come as standard
and have a combined area of 90sqm.
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